H1276

I will say a few words in his lan-
guage, Spanish, in his memory:

Viviste bien. Siempre dijiste presente
en todas las luchas de tu peublo.
Viviremos a la sombra de tu ejemplo.
Gracias. Mereces un buen descanso,
hermano.

You lived well. You were always
present in all our struggles. We will
live in the shadow of your example.
Thank you. You deserve a good rest,
my brother.

——
MODERN-DAY SLAVERY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
modern-day slavery is alive in Amer-
ica.

When Maria was 16, she was lured
from Mexico to Houston by a man who
promised her a better life. When she ar-
rived in Texas, she learned this scoun-
drel was in the slavery business. The
slave master immediately put Maria up
for sale. Now she was a sex slave, a vic-
tim of child human trafficking.

Here’s what she said she was forced
to do:

Every day, 6 to 7 days a week, I'd have sex
with seven to 10 men a night during the
week, and on the weekends, 20 to 30 men a
night.

Tortured and abused, the slave trader
threatened her so she was too scared to
run away, but she defied her captor and
called for help. Law enforcement came
to her aid and rescued her.

The trafficker was convicted and sent
to prison where we house these deviant
international slave traders. Now it’s
time to prosecute the customers as
well.

Meanwhile, we have a duty to help
and care for the victims of child sex
slavery like Maria.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of International Women’s
Day.

Today is a day that honors numerous
women who have actively and passion-
ately participated in various economic,
social, and political issues within their
communities.

Women around the world continue to
face significant obstacles in all aspects
of their lives, including discrimination,
gender bias, and the denial of basic
human rights.

Let’s take a look at Vietnam, for ex-
ample:

Ms. Bui Thi Minh Hang, who was sen-
tenced without trial to 2 years of re-
education camp for participating in
peaceful protests related to the East-
ern Sea; or
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Ms. Do Thi Minh Hanh, a labor orga-
nizer, who was sentenced to 7 years’
imprisonment for advocating for farm-
ers and workers’ rights; or

Ms. Pham Thanh Nghien, who was
unfairly sentenced to 4 years’ impris-
onment, followed by 3 years’ house ar-
rest for participating in a nonviolent
hunger strike in her home related to
the issue of the Eastern Sea.

In the discourse of women’s rights,
these women are only three of the
many voices who have been unjustly
sentenced to prison without any due
process.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to join me in
recognizing International Women’s
Day and the women who are advo-
cating for freedom and democracy in
their communities and in countries
such as Vietnam.

————
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RECOGNIZING AUGUSTO OPPUS
AND OTHER DENIED FILIPINO
VETERANS

(Mr. HECK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HECK. Madam Speaker, I come
to the floor today saddened by the
news of the passing of World War II
veteran and Las Vegas resident
Augusto Oppus over this past weekend.
Mr. Oppus was part of a small commu-
nity known as the ‘“Denied Filipino
Veterans.”

Born in the Philippines on August 28,
1924, Mr. Oppus entered into military
service on behalf of the United States
in March of 1945 and was trained as a
military policeman. He served in the
12th Military Police Company and was
honorably discharged in 1946.

While he enjoyed a happy, healthy
life following the war, one thing Mr.
Oppus did not share with his fellow
World War II veterans was full recogni-
tion for his service and access to mili-
tary benefits he had rightfully earned.

In February 1946, President Truman
signed the Rescission Act of 1946 into
law. This bill denied over 200,000 Fili-
pino World War II veterans who served
before July 1, 1946, the benefits prom-
ised to them b years prior by President
Franklin Roosevelt. The men who
joined prior to July of 46 put their
lives on the line for the Allied cause
and helped us win the war in the Pa-
cific, yet, due to a technicality, are not
afforded the recognition they deserve.

With every day that passes, it is esti-
mated that 10 of these forgotten sol-
diers die having received no answer or
recognition of service from our govern-
ment. Men like Augusto Oppus deserve
the recognition and access to benefits
they’ve earned.

My district is home to four remain-
ing forgotten Filipino veterans. Besides
Augusto, we lost Francisco Cedula last
year, and I want their families to know
that I am personally thankful for their
service and will continue working to
see them properly recognized.
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COMMENDING PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA’S COMMITMENT TO THE
AMERICAN MANUFACTURING IN-
DUSTRY

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam
Speaker, increasing American manu-
facturing is central to President
Obama’s vision for an economy built to
last. The American manufacturing in-
dustry has expanded for 30 straight
months. For the first time since the
1990s, we are creating manufacturing
jobs again. The past 2 years, American
manufacturers have created nearly
400,000 jobs across the country.

Because of President Obama’s deci-
sive actions, we’ve also experienced a
revival in the automotive industry. In
the last 2% years, the auto industry
alone has added more than 200,000 jobs.
Furthermore, General Motors Company
once again is the number one company
in the world, and it recently announced
its largest annual profits in history,
thanks again to President Obama’s de-
termination to assist this important
industry to get back on its feet.

Because of President Obama’s leader-
ship, the United States also is on track
to meet his goal of doubling exports
within 5 years. Now more and more
consumers around the world are buying
products stamped with the three magic
words, ‘‘Made in America.”

The vitality of the American manu-
facturing industry is crucial to the eco-
nomic recovery of our Nation. I com-
mend President Obama for his commit-
ment to our manufacturing industry
and, most of all, for his bold leadership
and vision.

———

IT’S WORSE THAN WE THOUGHT

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Madam
Speaker, it’s worse than we thought.
President Obama and his activist Inte-
rior Department are threatening an es-
timated 100,000 direct and indirect coal
jobs, according to a new study. This is
from the administration’s proposed re-
write of the stream buffer zone rule
that would cut coal production in half.
Instead of developing one of America’s
most abundant resources, the Obama
administration chooses to attack the
coal industry and the jobs that go with
it and would rather put the American
taxpayer on the hook for failed compa-
nies like Solyndra.

This is unacceptable. We need solu-
tions and real growth to create jobs
through energy development, because
the President’s current policies con-
tinue to hurt America and are making
our economy worse. House Republicans
have a plan to stop President Obama’s
attack on coal. It’s part of the plan for
America’s job creators that’s being
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